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“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.” –1 John 4:18 (NRSV) 

The theme for Mennonite Church USA this biennium—which will also be the theme for the 2017 Convention 

coming up in Orlando, Florida, in July—is “Love is a Verb.” It suggests that love is a kinetic concept, one that is 

only realized when it is put into action. Amid a challenging year for the church, the nation and the world, 

Mennonite Church USA continues to seek ways to live out God’s love in a variety of settings. Following are some 

glimpses of that work in 2016:

The “Hope for the Future” gathering held in Hampton, Virginia, looked at issues of racial/ethnic diversity and has created 
an Intercultural Competence Call to Action. 
 
The Gathering Place (thegatheringplace.us) has continued to grow, offering a virtual space for youth workers to network 
and find resources and support.  
 
The Mennonite Church USA Archives made the move from Goshen College (Indiana) to the denominational office in nearby 
Elkhart. Jason Kauffman was named full-time director of archives and records management.  
 
The Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI) is now widely available across the church, with 16 people qualified as IDI 
administrators.  
 
Plans continued for the 2017 Convention. A new model for the Delegate Assembly is envisioned, largely clearing the agenda 
to make space for consideration of church identity and mission in the Future Church Summit. 
 
The “Deep Faith” conference was a cooperative venture of several US and Canadian Mennonite entities, including 
Mennonite Church USA. It energetically looked at faith formation for all ages. 
 
The Mennonite Church USA Offices in Elkhart, Indiana, are debt-free thanks to the generous giving of 23 donors, years 
ahead of schedule. The building was completed in January 2012. 
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