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Prepare for civic engagement and tough 
conversations in polarized times at 2017 
Summer Peacebuilding Institute 

The skills taught for 22 years at Eastern Mennonite 
University’s Summer Peacebuilding Institute have 
always been relevant to people in the United States, but 
now they have a renewed significance. Learning how 
to communicate in polarized communities, turning 
conflict into connection, recognizing and analyzing 
systems of oppression, taking steps in your community 
toward dismantling those systems — these are some of 
the peacebuilding skills that more than 3,000 people 
from 124 countries have learned since SPI began in 
1994. 

Now there’s a heightened awareness among many 
living in this country — citizens and non-citizens alike 
—that participation in marches and protests, and even 
the fuzzy concept of “resistance,” isn’t enough to solve 
the serious challenges the country faces. 

Throughout May and June of 2017, SPI offers 23 five- 
and seven-day courses, with several focused on 
strategic organizing, nonviolent resistance, coalition-
building and tough conversations. 

Undergrads publish research on using the 
'Judas technique' to track pest beetle in Guam 
 
Research on the Coconut rhinocerous beetle by two 
students and one professor was recently published in 
the scientific journal Environmental Entomology 
featured on the news site of the Entomological Society 
of America, Entomology Today. Modern 
advancements in the miniaturization of radio 
transmitters allowed Professor Matthew Siderhurst and 
biochemistry majors Diego Barahona and Kat Lehman 
to employ the “Judas technique” in following tagged 
beetles to breeding sites on Guam. 

“Because adults tend to aggregate where they lay their 
eggs, we speculated that it would be possible to find 
areas with dense populations of this pest insect by 
tracking individual beetles,” says Lehman. 

 

Siderhurst has worked on several agricultural pest 
projects in Hawai’i, Guam, and Australia since earning 
his PhD in entomology from Colorado State 
University. Siderhurst has taken students researchers to 
Hawai’i and Guam almost every year since he came to 
EMU a decade ago. 

How can EMU be of service to your 
congregation and conference? 
Contact the church relations office to schedule the 
president, dean or a faculty guest speaker at 540-432-
4597 or ChurchRelations@emu.edu. Keep up with 
campus happenings at emu.edu/now/news/.  

 
 
 
 
 
                          

    Our Vision 
EMU envisions a learning community marked by 

academic excellence, creative expression, 
professional competence, and passionate  
Christian faith, offering healing and hope  

in our diverse world. To this end, we commit 
ourselves to do justice, love mercy and 

walk humbly with God. 

Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference  
Connections to EMU 

 

Undergraduate Students Three students from this 
conference enrolled in the spring 2017 semester.. 
 
Giving Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference 
churches gave $38,169 in matching grants to their 
students at EMU during the year ending June 
2016.  
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