
 

 

 

   Report to Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference  
 

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary: Sara Wenger Shenk, president 

Area conference connections 
AMBS students from IN-MI Conference congregations  

 Master of Divinity: Phil Bontrager (Kern Road and Grand Marais); Ben Bouwman, Susan Hanna (Prairie 
Street); Beth Gerig (Kern Road); Elma Jessen (Bloomington); Sophie Lapp Jost (College); Amy Kratzer 
(Sunnyside); Mariah Martin, Grant Miller (Berkey Avenue); Nancy Rodriguez-Lora (True Vine); Sarah 
Schlegel (Howard-Miami); Bobby Switzer (Assembly); Sharon Yoder (Olive) 

 Master of Arts in Christian Formation: Bob Gerber (North Main); Jen Shenk, Marisa Smucker (Belmont) 

AMBS board member: Vicki Smucker of Kern Road Mennonite  

This year at AMBS  
Commencement: At the time of this report, 21 students anticipate graduating from AMBS on May 20. Eleven 

graduates will earn the Master of Divinity degree; three the Master of Arts in Christian Formation; two the 
Master of Arts: Peace Studies and one the Master of Arts: Theological Studies. Four students will receive a 
Certificate in Theological Studies, representing one year of study. ambs.edu/commencement  

MDiv Connect: Are you feeling drawn to deepen your understanding of Scripture, Anabaptist theology and faith 
— without relocating? Through AMBS’s Master of Divinity (MDiv) Connect program, you can earn a 
seminary degree in your current setting. By taking 12–14 credit hours per year in online and hybrid 
formats, you can complete the 80-hour program in five and a half years. Connect students can receive the 
full amount of need-based tuition aid by taking at least 12 credit hours per academic year. 
ambs.edu/mdivconnect 

Schedule a visit: Those interested in learning more about AMBS are invited to attend a Seminary Preview Day or 
Evening in the fall or spring, or to schedule a personal visit on another date. Meet students and professors 
in person, attend classes, join us in worship and get first-hand information about financial aid and 
scholarships. Explore how we educate leaders for God’s reconciling mission! ambs.edu/visit 

Lifelong Learning: The Church Leadership Center offers many opportunities for you to continue your education 
and strengthen your leadership skills: webinars, short courses (both on campus and online), workshops, 
Pastors Week, Leadership Clinics and more. (These are non-degree options.) ambs.edu/lifelong-learning 

Host a “Reading the Bible with Jesus” workshop: Encourage your congregation or area conference, or join with 
other area congregations, to host itinerant Bible teacher Bryan Moyer Suderman for 1–2 days of digging 
deep into one of the Gospels to gain tools for reading and interpreting Scripture like Jesus did, in light of 
today’s world. These workshops are available in English and Spanish. ambs.edu/workshops   

Pastors Week: Participants in the 2017 event, held Jan. 23–26, focused on Cultivating Intercultural Leadership 
for Diversity-Oriented Churches. Save the dates for Pastors Week 2018: Feb. 26 – March 1. 

!Explore: A Theological Program for High School Youth: Students (grades 10–12) can explore ministry, develop 
their leadership gifts and listen for God’s call through a Congregational Experience and a Group 
Experience. Encourage someone you know to apply for 2018! ambs.edu/explore 

We thank God for your support and ask for your prayers as we prepare leaders for the church through 
programs that are biblically, spiritually, ethically and theologically grounded.  

Rooted in the Word, Growing in Christ 

http://www.ambs.edu/news-events/commencement
http://www.ambs.edu/academics/mdiv-connect
http://www.ambs.edu/admissions/visit
http://www.ambs.edu/lifelong-learning
http://www.ambs.edu/lifelong-learning/workshops
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