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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Belmont Mennonite Church 
     925 Oxford 
     Elkhart, IN 46516 
     574-293-5160 
 
Contact Person:     Mandy Yoder, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Faith Markers 
 
Description:  
 
The idea of faith markers is based on the belief that rituals we celebrate together in 
worship help to shape and nurture the faith of all persons throughout life. This gives an 
opportunity for the congregation to mark significant points in life as points where there is 
also a faith dimension. Scriptures are chosen to associate with those various points. There 
is a specific ritual used in the worship service related to each faith marker. Sometimes it 
is appropriate for these life events and faith markers to be the focal point of the worship 
service, but not always. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• These faith markers become a concrete part of our congregational life that 
children can anticipate and look forward to.   

• It engages the whole congregation in celebrations of faith growth. 
• Allows the congregation to celebrate milestones reached in a person’s life, but 

more than that, we celebrate and recognize points of faith experienced along the 
way. 

• Reminds everyone of their own faith journey. 
• Takes careful planning; keeping an eye on the calendar and scheduling these 

times in worship can be challenging. 
• Noting faith markers helps people recognize we are approaching life with a lens 

of faith at all stages of life. 
• Helps us remember these markers are about a faith step, not a ritual, gift, or event. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Belmont Mennonite Church 
     925 Oxford 
     Elkhart, IN 46516 
     574-293-5160 
   
Contact Person:   Mandy Yoder, Pastor       
  
Scripture practice:   Spiritual Direction Groups 
 
Description:  
 
Spiritual Direction groups are used for discernment, deepening individual relationships 
with God, and asking difficult spiritual questions. Given this specific purpose, they differ 
from traditional small groups. Groups include four people plus a facilitator. Facilitators 
are lay persons selected for their spiritual maturity and experience with spiritual 
direction, and are trained in leading Spiritual Direction groups. Groups may be based on 
gender, or could also be women/men. Pastors take responsibility to place persons. Groups 
make a 2-year commitment and meet once a month. Unlike Spiritual Direction, these 
groups are free and accessible to the congregation members. 
 
What our experience has taught us:  

• Groups of this type have been a positive experience for the congregation 
• Group members have felt paying attention to God in the space and time that their 

group is together helps them pay closer attention to God’s presence at other 
times, too. 

• Group members find it easier to make connections between scripture and their 
own lives as they become more deeply acquainted with it by engaging in Lectio 
Divina at the beginning of each session.  

• Spiritual awareness overall within the congregation will deepen as groups like 
this come together to listen to God and to care deeply for each other. The church 
as a whole grows, matures, and deepens its walk with God and its collective 
awareness of God’s work in the world. 

• One of the challenges has been the level of commitment needed for participating 
in this type of group. Some have difficulty making a 2-year commitment. 

• While this takes quite a bit of “start up” energy, it has proved valuable. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Benton Mennonite Church 
     15350 CR 44 

Goshen, IN 46528 
574-642-3245  

 
Contact Person:     Brenda Meyer, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Favorite verses in gift Bibles for children 
 
Description:  
 
At age 8 each child gets a Bible. Before it is given to the child it is passed to family 
members and the pastors to mark their favorite Bible passages. The favorite verses are 
listed in the front of the Bible with the person who chose them. On the Sunday around the 
child’s 8th birthday they are given the Bible with a few words about how the Bible 
nurtures our heart, soul, mind, and strength. The congregation sings the following song to 
the tune of the B-I-B-L-E. 
 
The B-I-B-L-E 
It’s Gods good gift to me 
For heart and soul and mind and strength 
The B-I-B-L-E 
 
After the child has received the Bible, they are to pass it around to other people in the 
congregation for them to mark their favorite passages.   
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• We have found that trying to give the Bible to others after it has been given to the 
child doesn’t work as well as passing the Bible around ahead of time.   

• The most important part for us is to talk about the importance of the Bible in our 
own lives—how the Bible nurtures our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   East Goshen Mennonite Church 
     17861 SR 4 
     Goshen, IN 45628 
     574-533-7161 
   
Contact Person:   Steve Slagel, Pastor         
 
Scripture practice:   The Salvation Story 
 
Description:   
 
This is a 12-month focus used in worship (themes for sermons), adapted with permission 
from Hesston College Bible Department’s Heilsgeschicte. It is a survey of scripture, 
Genesis to Revelation, with representative passages used. These passages are looked at 
through the lens of salvation—seeing how salvation is represented throughout the Bible 
as the primary project of God. Small groups, Sunday School classes and individuals can 
use study guides and follow the themes in a more in-depth study.    
 
Instead of reading the scripture word for word, a person was asked to tell the story of the 
scripture. Children’s time was connected to the sermon/theme. Once or twice a quarter, 
the pastor would lead a review of the whole story, asking the children to help tell it using 
motions. 
 
What our experience has taught us:  

• Many have gained new appreciation for the Old Testament. 
• Broadened view of salvation by redefining understandings—from creation to 

Revelation, Salvation is broken, creation being reformed. 
• This takes careful planning. 

--there is a lot of information to be covered!  More time could be spent on the OT  
--give the invitation early enough to classes/small groups to plan for the study   

• Some of the more difficult passages may need a time/place to deal more 
intentionally with them (SS class or small group setting) 

• Laying the groundwork for Biblical interpretation would be helpful in the 
beginning 

• A blog is a new idea for our congregation and that showed by how little it was 
used.  The hope was for a place for conversation about the study.  

• Providing a resource list for additional reading would be helpful. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   East Goshen Mennonite Church 
     17861 SR 4 
     Goshen, IN 45628 
     574-533-7161 
   
Contact Person:   Steve Slagel, Pastor         
 
Scripture practice:   Scripture Presentation 
 
Description:   
  
Scriptures for the quarter are selected and presented to the congregation. Persons are 
invited to choose from the scriptures and are encouraged to memorize the passage to 
present during worship. This isn’t meant to be a dramatic presentation as much as a 
telling of the scripture. 
 
What our experience has taught us:  

• When people spend time reading and memorizing, the passage becomes a part of 
them. It is then presented in a more relaxed, fluid manner. 

• The scripture is received by the congregation in a different way than when simply 
reading it. It feels more like receiving a personal communication from someone. 

• This makes it possible to involve many different ages and combinations of 
presenters (youth/adult, child/parent, couple, individual, etc.) 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 
 
Contributing congregation:   Fairhaven Mennonite  
     5401 Winter St. 
     Fort Wayne, IN 46806 
     260-456-6997 
 
Contact Person:     Keith Reynolds, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Book Studies 
 
Description: 
 
A small group of people participated in an in-depth book study of the book, “Renovation 
of the Heart” by Dallas Willard. The intent was to take time to discuss and learn about 
transforming ourselves to be more like Jesus. The book, heavy in scripture references, 
outlines the general pattern of personal transformation—not as a formula, but as a 
systematic process that we have the responsibility to undertake as intentional apprentices 
of Jesus. 
 
A second book study will be starting shortly. The book is entitled, “Real-Life 
Discipleship” by Jim Putman. This book emphasizes helping church leaders create 
intentional followers of Christ. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Those who participated found that time with the book and in scripture helped to 
reinforce the call to “go and make disciples”. 

• It was an experience that brought those who studied closer together and gave 
them a common language. 

• In the second study we hope that more people get involved.   
• The heart of scripture is relational and we reflect Christ’s love for us to others. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 
 
Contributing congregation:   Fairhaven Mennonite  
     5401 Winter St. 
     Fort Wayne, IN 46806 
     260-456-6997 
 
Contact Person:     Keith Reynolds, Pastor   
 
Scripture Practice:   Formation Groups 
 
Description: 
 
In the Fall, formation groups will begin meeting. These small groups will be comprised 
of those who serve in a leadership capacity. The groups are intended to be fluid, so that 
other groups will grow from the initial groups. The purpose is to spiritually support one 
another and pray for one another. It is another form of discipleship. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• We have not started these groups yet. We have already learned that our greatest 
obstacle will be time and willingness to make this a priority. 

 
 

 
  



8 
 

Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   First Mennonite  
     4601 Knollton Rd. 
     Indianapolis, IN 46288 
     317-251-1980 
 
Contact Person:     Ryan Ahlgrim, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Scripture Blog 
 
Description:     
 
Every Monday morning, Pastor Ahlgrim posts an Online Bible Study on a blog. Each 
blog post is 600-1000 words long. It is a reflection on various passages.  The pastor 
covers a section or paragraph each week. The passages have included: the Sermon on the 
Mount, The Gospel of Mark, 1 Corinthians, and some of the Psalms. There has also been 
a focus on the Lectionary readings of Lent. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• It is an ongoing learning experience. The intention is for Pastors to use the blog as 
a tool for sermons.   

• It is not known how many people from the congregation read the blog each week, 
but on average in a given week, about 150 people read various entries from the 
blog—including people from other countries. They have placed a link on the 
church webpage to direct people to the blog. The link can also be found in the 
church bulletin.   

• We need to use technology to further the message of Jesus Christ. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   First Mennonite  
     4601 Knollton Rd. 
     Indianapolis, IN 46288 
     317-251-1980 
 
Contact Person:     Ryan Ahlgrim, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   12 Scriptures 
 
Description: 
 
As a congregation, we wanted to identify the 12 scriptures that would best guide the 
identity and mission of our church. This was a multi-step process. We began by asking 
each household to list 12 scriptures. The elders then selected 30 scriptures from the 117 
submitted by households and gave these 30 to small groups and a Sunday School class to 
select the top 12. The 12 scriptures that were selected the most often by small groups and 
the Sunday School class then became the final 12.    
  
What our experience has taught us: 

• This was a much bigger project than we expected. It is a work in progress 
• We do feel that working on scriptures to identify who we are will help our 

congregation grow in the right direction. 
• The 12 scriptures will be the basis for a sermon series in the fall. They will also be 

posted in the church and used in other ways.  
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   First Mennonite  
     4601 Knollton Rd. 
     Indianapolis, IN 46288 
     317-251-1980 
 
Contact Person:     Ryan Ahlgrim, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Scripture Recitation 
 
Description:  
 
Pastor Ahlgrim recites the text for each sermon he preaches. He has recited scripture 
from memory for 20 years. In the time that he has recited scriptures, others in the 
congregation have volunteered to recite for him, as well. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Sometimes people tend to “tune out” when scripture is read. When you memorize 
and recite scripture, with practice, it becomes more alive. It is expressed 
differently when memorized. 

• It is a creative way to get the congregation involved in memorizing scripture. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   First Mennonite  
     4601 Knollton Rd. 
     Indianapolis, IN 46288 
     317-251-1980 
 
Contact Person:     Ryan Ahlgrim, Pastor   
 
Scripture Practice:   12 hour New Testament “Read-Through” 
 
Description: 
 
Near the beginning of Lent we had a 12-hour “New Testament Read-Through.” We had a 
large print Bible on the pulpit, and people signed up for 15-minute blocks of time, to read 
the New Testament aloud. We began at 6 am and went until 6 pm. Coffee and some 
snacks were available at the back of the sanctuary. People could come in at any time to sit 
and listen to the scripture being read. (Often times no one was in the sanctuary except the 
reader.) 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• The response of those who read was very positive. It was a spiritual discipline for 
Lent that involved the congregation on a joint spiritual task. 

• It was a personal (and public) time to reflect on the words being read. 
• Next time we will probably make it a 20 minute block of time because 15 minutes 

went by so quickly. 
• We feel that more people will join in next year, now that they have heard how 

meaningful it was. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Lombard Mennonite Church 
     528 E Madison St 

Lombard, IL 60148 
630-627-5310 

 
Contact Person:     Todd Friesen, Pastor*  
 
Scripture practice:   Memorizing Scripture 
 
Description:  
 
At Lombard, we've been trying to bring Scripture more into the life—and memory—of 
our congregation.  
 
For the past decade, we've chosen a "verse of the year" to give focus to our 
congregational life. We recite it in worship. It is also printed on fridge magnets that are 
given to each household. Our passage this year is Micah 6:8. 
 
In worship, we also have a monthly verse that we memorize. During Lent, it was Romans 
8:38-39. This is a newer development. We've invited the congregation to share 
suggestions about what verses they would like us to memorize together. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Scripture becomes more deeply ingrained in our hearts and minds, serving both to 
challenge and comfort us in times of need. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Todd has since moved on to pastor at East Chestnut Street in Lancaster, PA 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Lombard Mennonite Church 
     528 E Madison St 

Lombard, IL 60148 
630-627-5310 

 
Contact Person:     Todd Friesen, Pastor*  
 
Scripture practice:   Saturday Morning Scripture ‘Read Through’ 
 
Description:  
 
Once a year the pastor hosts a scripture ‘read through’ event on a Saturday. For instance, 
when the lectionary passages began using Luke’s gospel, the congregation was invited to 
a ‘read through’ retreat, reading the entire book of Luke together on that day.   
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Saturdays are not as well attended as a Sunday worship service, but for the 10-15 
people who came to participate, it seemed to be a significant time. 

• The impact of hearing the entire gospel all at once was viewed as quite a positive 
thing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Todd has since moved on to pastor at East Chestnut Street in Lancaster, PA 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:  Olive Mennonite Church  
     61081 CR 3 
     Elkhart, IN 46517 
     574-293-2320 
 
Contact Person:     Kevin and Sharon Yoder, Pastors    
 
Scripture practice:   Dwelling in the Word 
 
Description:  
 
A pastor trained in Dwelling in the Word, modeled its use at the opening of 
congregational meetings such as Elders Team. Congregational leaders, now familiar with 
this way of praying with scripture offered it as an elective Sunday School class.  
 
With our focus on spiritual formation through scripture in the past year, we started 
reading the scripture a second time in the service. We continue to read the scripture 
before the sermon with a dwelling question and then read it again immediately after the 
sermon (sometimes with the same dwelling question, sometimes with a second one). The 
scripture for each Sunday is projected on the screen and printed in the bulletin. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• The scriptures have come alive and are for us today. 
• God’s word is personal and relevant. 
• Going beyond the usual approach to studying the Bible, we ask how the scripture 

is connecting to our lives and what it is calling us to. This has led to persons 
sharing more deeply from their lives. 
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Living in the Word 
IN MI Mennonite Conference 

Christian Formation Resources 
 

 
Contributing congregation:   Walnut Hill Mennonite Church 
     909 N. 6th St. 
     Goshen, IN 46528 
     574-533-8023 
 
Contact Person:     Jane Stoltzfus Buller, Pastor   
 
Scripture practice:   Formative or Favorite Texts 
 
Description:  
 
Individuals were asked for scripture texts that were important to them. For two separate 
2-month periods, the pastoral team selected from those texts as the focus in worship. The 
first two months, the pastoral team took responsibility for the worship planning and 
preaching, but the second two months, the individual who submitted the favorite passage 
was responsible for planning the service and preaching from that text. 
 
The invitation was given to all adults in the congregation. The MYF was asked to 
consider this and submit their texts as a group. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• What we hear is what forms us most. One passage was chosen and used all year in 
some way in worship which seemed to impact the congregation as a whole.   

• It was a positive experience to think and talk about where we go in scripture most 
often (for comfort, when in need, because of memories associated with it, for 
encouragement, etc.) 

• We learned to listen to each other for what we hold as important. 
• Our denomination upholds the authority of scripture, yet fewer people are actually 

reading the Bible. This experience encouraged people to become involved with 
scripture. For example, a Sunday School class developed to study the scripture in 
depth each week. 
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IN MI Mennonite Conference 
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Contributing congregation:  Waterford Mennonite Church 
     65975 SR 15 
     Goshen, IN 46526 
     574-533-5642 
 
Contact Person:    Neil Amstutz, Pastoral Team Leader     
 
Scripture practice:   Biblical Storytelling  
 
Description: 
 
The scripture reading prior to the sermon is told using biblical storytelling. A core of 
approximately eight biblical storytellers “internalize” the scripture text then “tell” it to the 
congregation during worship. The scripture is known word for word but is told as if the 
story is being related directly to the hearers. 
 
Biblical storytelling as a process of internalizing scripture is described in Thomas 
Boomershine’s book Story Journey: An Invitation to the Gospel As Storytelling 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1988). Boomershine provides an engaging and informative 
guide for learning the art of biblical storytelling. Examples of how the biblical story 
transforms persons’ lives follows the gospel narratives from Jesus’ birth to his death and 
resurrection. Boomershine demonstrates how the biblical story can be used in pastoral 
care, worship, preaching, and Christian education. 
 
Additional resources can be found at Network of Biblical Storytellers International 
(NBSI) at nbsint.org. The NBSI mission states “we encourage the learning, telling and 
hearing of biblical stories.” Biblical storytelling is “rooted in the tradition of prayerful 
spirituality and scholarship.” (Dewey, 2011)  Seminars and workshops are offered nation-
wide to further person’s storytelling skills and share the biblical story with others. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Persons who experience the scripture told through biblical storytelling say that the 
story becomes more real; not something that happened back then but something 
happening here and now. 

• Storytellers share how meaningful and transformative the passage becomes for 
them as they spend time learning and telling it.   

 
 
  

http://nbsint.org/�
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Contributing congregation:  Waterford Mennonite Church 
     65975 SR 15 
     Goshen, IN 46526 
     574-533-5642 
 
Contact Person:    Neil Amstutz, Pastoral Team Leader   
 
Scripture practice: Dwelling in the Word (forms and uses of Lectio 

Divina)  
 
Description: 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 has been adapted for use as a closing prayer for pastoral team 
meetings for three years. Team Leader, Neil Amstutz, remarks, “It still doesn’t feel old.” 
 
Contemplative worship experiences were introduced during a spring series of Wednesday 
evenings we call Soul Food Wednesdays, including Lectio Divina. 
 
A contemplative worship experience was planned for the whole congregation, using The 
Road to Emmaus text and focusing on experiencing the text with our senses. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• Continuing to engage deeply with scripture through various forms of Lectio 
Divina shapes us and offers much spiritual growth and renewal. 
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Living in the Word 
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Contributing congregation:  Waterford Mennonite Church 
     65975 SR 15 
     Goshen, IN 46526 
     574-533-5642 
 
Contact Person:    Neil Amstutz, Pastoral Team Leader  
 
Scripture practice:   Dwelling in the Word (congregational level)   
 
Description: 
 
One scripture passage is used approximately four to six consecutive weeks in Worship.  
Each week’s worship centers on a portion of the text but is part of the overall series. 
Examples used in the past several years include The Feeding of the Five Thousand, The 
Walk to Emmaus, The Lord’s Prayer, Ruth, Jonah, and Joshua 3-4. 
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• The congregation experiences a deeper understanding and engagement with the 
text as it is addressed over several consecutive Sundays. 

• Individuals have provided artful responses to these series including a published 
book of poetry and an oil painting created during the worship services. 
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Contributing congregation:  Yellow Creek Mennonite Church   
     64901 CR 11 
     Goshen, IN 46526 
     574-862-2595 
 
Contact Person:     Harold Yoder, Pastor of Spiritual Formation 
 
Scripture practice:   Bible Memory and Reading the Bible 
 
Description:  
 
A number of times in the last 6-8 years we have encouraged everyone in the congregation 
to read through the Bible or the New or Old Testament. This year, beginning in January, 
70 people signed up to read the Old Testament. Nearly twenty readers attend a 
Wednesday evening gathering for discussing their readings. 
 
We expect everyone to read the assigned portion. Reading schedules are available to help 
guide the reading, but individuals can also devise their own plans. This year’s schedule 
includes both a daily and weekly schedule including a mix of wisdom literature (less than 
a chapter a day) and history (about two chapters a day).  
 
We have done several sermon series in the main worship over the last few years. Right 
now we are nearing completion of Ephesians which we started in early January.  
 
What our experience has taught us: 

• The Wednesday evening discussions have been much appreciated and have 
included a real mix of digging for more information, trying to get inside 
character’s skins, and personally responding to actions of characters, or laws, or 
practices. 

• Looking deeper for God’s long-term story line is encouraged. 
• Some persons are interested in continuing our discussions all year long, even 

when we don’t regularly have Wednesday evening sessions. 
 
 


